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Same Old Bugaboo 


From the stir that resulted Ohio when peniten- 
tiary inmate was discovered afflicted with Hansen’s dis- 
ease—leprosy—it apparent that public education the dis- 
ease still largely lacking. 

officials, rushing headlong get the convict 
Carville, talked the “dread disease” and mass exposure it. 

Hansen’s disease not readily spread. much easier, 
for instance, become tubercular. And Hansen’s disease 
—far from being the villain has been labeled down through 


the centuries—is now being successfully treated. 
The trouble that public education still not apace 
with medical science dispelling the old bagaboo. 
Editorial— New Orleans Item 1951 


Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


“In order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion early 
will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 
for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly 
communicable,” but susceptibility much greater in- 


fants and young children, and decreases with age. is” 


also probable that most cases the susceptibility fa- 
continental United States, endemic foci are 
limited Louisiana, Texas and Florida. Outside these 
states, Hansen’s disease rarely communicated 
contacts that from the public might 
considered practically non-communicable disease. 
The hospital Carville was founded fifty-four years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
staff has contracted the disease. 

Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they take 
anv special precautions. Children under are not admitted. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 


the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
isease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 
respect the unconvinced. and not because there any necessity for it. 


Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


kindly notify change address. THE STAR cannot forwarded. 
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Mail Bag 


sending ten lapel shovels. Use 
your judgment and give them work- 
ers who have helped make THE 
STAR success. Each shovel represents 
“Digging for better health for H.D.” 

Sam Rubin 
Monroe, La. 


Sam Rubin friend long stand- 
ing and interested all our endeavors. 
1944 when was Grand Chef the 
Forty and Eight, honor society the 
American Legion, this state re- 
ceived our first printing press gift 
the Grand Voiture. The lapel pins 
were given the distaff side THE 
STAR staff who wear them with pride. 

ED. 


While was very ill January re- 

ceived touching telegram and beauti- 
ful bouquet yellow roses and pom- 
poms from the veterans 
friends Carville. all the flowers 
and get well wishes, yours was the best 
and feel sure they helped speed re- 
covery, showed them off and gave 
excuse start talking about 
Carville—one favorite subjects, 
friends will tell you. 

Florence Green 

National Hospital Chairman 

DAV Auxiliary 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 


Mrs. Green’s interest was originally 
the veterans but through the years she 
has endeared herself all for she has 
taken her heart. She and her or- 
ganization have done much further 
our educational campaign and many 
units have contributed the Campbell 
Gasoline Fund, American Legion 
Auxiliary project. are happy that 
Mrs. Green has been restored health. 
Ep. 


have left the Harbor Hospital and 
‘settled myself the village Hurde 
Heidebeek House with 
the Dutch government. the whole 
country there are about pa- 
tients. Queen Juliana was present 
the opening Heidebeek House. The 
Queen much interested Hansen 
patients and sent royal gift the or- 
ganizers our home. Several social 
agencies are also interested and can 
truly say, “All’s well Heidebeek.” 

Brandenburg 
Heidebeek House 
Heerde, Gelderland, Netherlands 


Mail from patients foreign coun- 
tries paramount interest and 
when one brings good news like this 
one does rejoice with them. 


ED. 


THE STAR becoming more noted 
for the diversity its contents and the 
typographical perfection its make-up. 
the past its descriptive cartoons de- 
picting phases hospital life showed 
high degree artistic talent. 

The Mail Bag letters are always com- 
pact and concise. They indicate your 
success attempting further ele- 
vate the paper the top position 
the Hospital Journal Field. The Jan- 
uary editorial “Yesterday’s Record and 
Tomorrow’s Hope” well written. Or- 
chids the Staff THE STAR for 
your excellent work. 

Francis Bennett 
Charlestown, Mass 

have had many requests for 
resumption the cartoons our pub- 
lication but alas our artist, 
busy with photography that 
has not had time devote them. His 
Carville pics have been carried na- 
tional magazines and newspapers and 
are increasing demand. 

FD. 


When visited Carville 1933 your 
letin. best wishes for THE 
continued success and for the knowledge 
how has blazed the trail fight 
the superstition incident 
disease. 


Mrs. Blackburn 
Versailles, Kentucky 


good hear from someone who 
visited long ago. visit today, how- 
ever, would eyeopener for not 
only does the hospital have all new 
buildings but the patients havt new 
lease life since the introduction 
sulfone therapy. 


What transformation THE 
new dress has made! can’t believe 
has been seven years since last sub- 
scription ran out. Those who work 
with school papers and year books can 
well appreciate the effort put into your 
type publication. Congratulations: 
packed with vitally interesting data. 

posted the Christmas program, the 
December issue THE STAR and the 
book jacket Betty’s book 
bulletin board and before dismissal 
classes that day several students came 
office asking tell them 
more. science teacher took the peri- 
the afternoon the material arrived 
begin her lecture Carville. These 
students had never heard the Marine 
Hospital. intend get right 
now our Sociology Course. 


Sister Agnes Leo 
St. Mary’s School 
Muskegon, Michigan 


receive many requests for 
for term papers from students both 
high school and college levels. are 
happy respond such requests and 
when instructor asks for data 
particularly gratifying. 


Since writing you for suggestions 
and Carville for our Legion meet- 
ing have learned that the Adjutant 
our Post has recently graduated from 
Louisiana State University. While 
Baton Rouge was golf team 
that played the patients your hos- 
talk his visits there. 

George Reed 
State Service Officer 
Jefferson City, Mo. 


small world after all. Some- 
times golf match provides more than 
just low score—it can revelation 
and the subject interesting talk, 
when the match our golf links. 

ED. 


Your page “What’s New”. (Janu- 
ary STAR) was extremely interesting 
here. was excellent account 
therapeutical agents. There con- 
test when comes the incidence 
infection between and HD. win 
hands down. rise the question 
(FURTHER FACTS), “What San 
can point such record?” 
checked back for years but don’t 
think anyone working here has broken 
down with for ten years least and 
feel sure one has going back the 
other fifteen years our history. 

Ernest Dorrman, Editor 
Bedpost, Montefiore Hosp. 
Bedford Hills, 


Mr. Dorrman’s figures 
they can almost match one-half our 
record doctors nurses contract- 
ing the year history our 
hospital. 

ED. 


have only glanced the recent 
copies THE STAR. You some 
once before when was much less 
slick magazine. Those earlier issues were 
our reference librarian. al- 
have Freshman two who wants 
his library research paper Han- 
sen’s disease and uses them. When 
have completed with the new issues 
will give them the reference librarian 
for students use. 

Robert Mood, Professor 
University Wichita 
Wichita, Kansas 


SPRING. FEVER Art, Not Sulphur and Molasses, the Cure 


Joey 


Spring was still few weeks off ac- 
cording the calendar but Carville 
the April shower-May flower season was 
already with us. the realm where 
weather appropriated, evidently wires 
had been pulled and adjustments had 
been made compensate for the ten 
degree temperatures, which for several 
days had kept the plumbers steady 
round mending broken water pipes. 
Now here was only few days after 
the big freeze and the sun was bright 
the sky; the day was warm, but with 
tinge winter still the breeze; the 
first robin was back the job; and 
green seemed peep from the branches 
every awakening tree. 

days like this that bring far- 
away look into the eyes families all 
over the country, and they polish 
the old jalopy readiness for the spring 
pilgrimage see Washington’s cherry 
blossoms, Winchester’s 
the tulips Michigan. 
Carville, spring has drawn the sketch- 
ing class from its winter cocoon still- 
life studies into the unveiling ceremo- 
nies the great outdoors. These lovers 
nature, sitting the green slope be- 
hind the incinerator, had propped their 
drawing boards before them and were 
trying the smell, the sound, 
_and the feeling the new season 
their sketches. 


All them were sketching the peace- 
ful, pastoral scene, which our 
munity’s backyard—all them that is, 
except Fred, the independent and un- 
predictable pride San 
Chinatown. Fred had turned his back 
nature and was sketching that monu- 
ment the institutional 
architecture, that neat little edifice, the 
incinerator. 


Almost any Saturday afternoon from 
now you may unexpectedly come 
upon this group young people survey- 
ing the surrounding scene with criti- 
cal and appraising eye practicing the 
basic principles Nicolaides, 
the noted art teacher. Nicolaides has 
said, “The right way draw has only 
with the act correct observation, 
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Fred and Mary 


Nita 


and that mean physical contact 
with all sorts objects through all the 
senses.” Buildings and countryside that 
had become all too familiar from con- 
stant viewing and limited perspective 
have now assumed “new look” they 


‘are studied with keener, 


serving eye. However, from the vantage 
point where watch the group 
work, difficult tell whether the 
smell from the incinerator making 
greater impression Fred’s drawing 
then the odor emanating from the barn 
making the landscapes the rest 
the group. 

Many Carville’s patients are in- 
terested art and many the dormi- 
tory rooms display attempts cartoon- 
ing, landscaping, and portraiture 
their occupants, but this the first time 
that the amateur artists have organized 
into group. The sketchers have been 
getting together for almost three months 
and seem getting more fun out 
their drawing all the time. Few the 
group are really beginners and several 
have had two three years training. 
Joey, tied with classes Point Clair 
and several correspondence courses 
all week, finds relaxation over the week- 
end the golf course and the field 
with her sketching pad. Unconsciously, 
Joey incorporates Oriental quality 
her style expression. Fred has long 
been one our better artists and has 
done several pictures for THE STAR. 
His drawings have Dufy-like quality 
and although seems about 
all very offhand manner, the re- 
sults are credit his technique. Nita, 
whose interests range through tennis 
and canasta, claims the status begin- 
ner and has shown considerable develop- 
ment. Barbara, one the group’s char- 
ter members, lover all the fine 
arts. Her artistic touch has been seen 
THE STAR’s Christmas parties. While 
sketching the out-of-doors, she keeps 
sharp outlook for watercress and dan- 
delion greens which find their way into 
the salads she famous for. George, 
new addition our community, has had 
the most art training, and very gen- 
erous sharing his knowledge when 


Barbara and George 


Dan 


one the class comes impasse. 
has great deal ability and 
his drawings show finished, carefully 
detailed workmanship. Mary and Dan, 
our young married couple, share mu- 
tual interest drawing. Although they 
both prefer work oils, they are 
doing some very interesting and indi- 
vidualistic charcoal studies. 
ready for the Saturday afternoon class, 
Mary has hurry through her house- 
work, but ever quietly, because Dan, 
who works the midnight ’til morning 
shift the infirmary, snatching few 
hours sleep. Dora, who had some art 
classes high school, has delicate, 
airy quality her drawings which was 
revealed its best her “two baller- 
inas.” Chris and Jimmy, like Dora, are 
not pictured because they were absent 
from the excursion afield. Both these 
youngsters have talent and their in- 
tentions are good, but softball practice 
and hunting nature its lair sometimes 
calls them away. 


The class, although very informal, 
does follow loosely the outline Nico- 
laides his book The Natural Way 
Draw. Mary Priebe, recreation interne, 
had followed this text during year’s 
course life drawing the University 
California Extension San Fran- 
cisco, and she has guided the local class 
through the book’s pages model, con- 
tour, and gesture drawing. The group, 
which has been working with the sim- 
plest equipment—wall insulating panels 
for drawing board, newsprint for paper, 
and charcoal—hopes soon start work- 
ing with water colors. Whether 
water colors charcoal, pastels oils, 
for these lovers nature and the 
natural, art the tonic for spring. For 
others with whom spring droopy 
and listless time, sulphur and mo- 
lasses may the cure. But sit here 
the shade pine, reading the verses 
Omar Khayyam, car drives past 
the road beyond the fence; and spring 
again for always has been and 
always will be, the call the open road, 
the lure distant scenes. 


Hope 


AQ 


The revolutionary changes the 
treatment Hansen’s disease brought 
about sulfone therapy issued chal- 
lenge the orthopedic surgeon and 
Dr. Riordan, (a- 
bove) Carville consultant hand sur- 
gery has pioneered accepting this 
challenge. Since the summer ‘49, Dr. 
Riordan has been making weekly trips 
this hospital and the patients are high 
their praise his service and inten- 
sive interest. 

Dr. Riordan’s home town Vallejo, 
Stanford University and received his 
first training hand surgery Stan- 
ford hospital. During 
Riordan was stationed the Plastic, 
Orthopedic and Hand Surgery Center. 
Valley Forge hospital near Phoenixville, 
Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Riordan now does private work 
Touro and Baptist hospitals, New 
Orleans, and also instructor 
orthopedic surgery Charity Hos- 
pital and Tulane. associate 
Dr. Rufus Alldredge, New Orleans, who 
also serves orthopedic consultant here. 


Hands, with them man has perfected 
the wheel, the steam engine, harnessed 
electricity, tamed the atom. Man’s pro- 
gress the past century has been the 
direct result his ability use his two 
greatest assets, his brain and his hands. 

One need only watch pianist, 
wood worker, typist, weaver, re- 
alize that this possible only because 
have brain direct and two hands 
the bidding. Our every day func- 
tions that take for granted are very 
precious. able button clothes, 
tie shoes, hold fork glass, use pen, 
sew, means independence. these 
simple things cannot done with ones 
hands then must depend someone 
else them for us. one likes 
feel that his daily presence and welfare 
depend upon the kindness tolerance 
his neighbor. 


Many not realize that the hand 
function take for granted the re- 
sult extremely intricate and finely 


balanced system many small and large 
muscles, tendons, and joints. Any force 
that disturbs part this finely bal- 
anced mechanism, matter how small, 
results change appearance and 
function the hand. The loss 
part all the fifteen small muscles 
the hand alone results serious im- 
balance the hand which reduces its 
usefulness immeasurably. Many injuries 
and disease processes are the cause 
upsetting the finely balanced 
hand. Hansen’s disease, its involve- 
ment the nerves, one these in- 
sidious, but relentless usurpers our 
priceless hand function. 

has been estimated that per cent 
the residents the Marine Hos- 
pital Carville have involvement 
the hands, and have already had the del- 
icate balance hand function upset. 
For few you nearly too late for 
assistance, but for the majority you 
not too late. not too late 
virtue two weapons now available 
fight the progress the red devil Han- 
sen’s bacillus. The first and most im- 
portant weapon the present day treat- 
ment with the sulfones perhaps the 
newer antibiotics. For the former 
now apparent that the progress the 
nerve involvement halted treat- 
ment. not say the treatment will 
restore what has been lost the red 
devil, but that further involvement will 
not likely occur. 


The second and still not adequately 
utilized weapon, reconstructive sur- 
gery. many this fearsome thing 
face. the more level headed think- 
ing individual however, is, should 
have hands that would appear more 
nearly normal, have hands that can 
button clothes, tie shoes, hold glass 
cigarette gracefully, worth many times 
the small risk and inconvenience in- 
volved. 


Many you have already been bold 
enough and have realized that any im- 
provement matter how small, would 
great help your disabled hands. 
Being human understandable that 
only those with the most involvement 
and most deformed hands would seek 
assistance first. That those who have 
had surgery done are better off should 
apparent all. What does not seem 
apparent that the ones with early in- 
volvement and the least deformity are 
just the ones who would benefit most. 
proper splinting and exercise could 
utilized all with even minor involve- 
ment would not see the seriously de- 
formed claw hands now prevalent 
among you. 


For many you, reconstructive sur- 
gery following splinting would result 
restoration balance the hands, 
that deformity would not get worse, 
and function would improved. 
should realized that the assistance 
available now the form reconstruc- 
tive surgery not experimental 
basis, but has already been proven. The 
results the treatment available during 
the last war the many hand centers 
has shown that beyond dispute. The 
thousands soldiers who had hands 
restored useful function mute tes- 
timonial the unheralded hard work 
the many surgeons who made pos- 
sible. 


should realized that this not 
plea for you avail yourselves the 
help that can given many you. 
are not begging you have surgery 
wear our hand splints. are merely 
trying help “Radiate the truth con- 
cerning Hansen’s disease,” and ready 
and willing help any way can. 
Remember that the earlier treatment 
begun the quicker and better are the 
results. the words Carlyle, “Our 
main business not see what lies 
dimly distance, but what lies 
clearly hand.” 


Sir William Osler said 1913: 

Yesterday but dream 

And Tomorrow only Vision; 

But Today well lived makes 

Every Yesterday Dream 
Happiness, 

And every Tomorrow Vision 
Hope 

Look well therefore Today! 


IMPORTANT APPOINTMENT 


hospital, received word March his 
appointment the World Health Or- 
ganization’s advisory panel experts 
Hansen’s disease. The appointment 
came from W.H.O.’s headquarters 
Geneva, Switzerland through Dr. 
Boone, Chief Coordination Re- 
search Section and Dr. Brock Chisholn, 
Director General, W.H.O. 


Also named W.H.O.’s expert panel 
were Dr. James Doull, Washington, 
D.C., Medical Director, Leonard Wood 
Memorial; Dr. Wade, Culion, 
I., President International Leprosy 
Association; Dr. Jose Rodriguez, 
Dr. Chaussinand, France and Dr.Dhar- 
mendra, India. 

understood that expert 
panel will not convene the near fu- 
ture, but will conduct its preliminary 
exploration the Hansen’s disease 
field correspondence. 


March 1951 
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Orchid Man 


Manuel Souza pictured here drink- 
ing the beauty one his own or- 
chid blooms. Manuel president the 
recently formed Point Clair Men’s Gar- 
den Club and chairman the agricul- 
tural committee the Point Clair 
Lions Club, which sparked the organiza- 
tion the local Garden Club. Manuel’s 
booth exotic orchid blosoms the 
Lion sponsored patients’ arts and crafts 
exhibit, held here January, drew 
many ohs and ahs. 


Although employed 
derly the United States Marine Hos- 
pital Carville, Manuel Souza 
finds time indulge the hobby 
growing orchids and other assorted 
plants, mostly pots. 

Souza’s natural interest plants came 
the fore and expressed itself just 
would have had been living his 
native Boston, Baton Rouge. Or, 
perhaps even more so, because pa- 

None the patients Carville 
required work, but opportunity 
earn some money given when pos- 
sible. Many them are thus gainfully 
employed, and Souza one them. 
one time worked for the Sisters 
hospital orderly. 

was seven years ago that Souza de- 
cided try his hand orchid raising. 
seems that had good bit time 
his hands, having family life (he’s 
bachelor) and spent many hours 
reading whatever could get his hands 
on. 

Among other reading matter that 
came his attention was the “American 
Orchid Grower,” a.publication about 
orchids, and his imagination was im- 
mediately fired. saw the growing 
orchids challenge which was 
determined take up, and that was 
how began. 


His start was modest one, and 
was one beset with trials, some success- 
es, and, naturally, some failures. far 
and large, though, has made consider- 
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Alleman, Baton Rouge 


National Director, Men’s Garden Club America 


able progress, and now has quite 
collection which constanily increas- 
ing, both propagating vegetatively 
from his own stock and securing new 
plants from the outside. 

Nothing could suit Souza better than 
own greenhouse. has long since 
learned that here Louisiana they are 
must one raise orchids properly. 
For, orchids, for the most parts—at least 
the large florist types—are 
plants and they must grown high 
temperatures and high humidity. 
have both those conditions times, 
but they are not stable here and 
must provided artificially. 

Well, Souza has greenhouse Car- 
ville, but the nuns who tend the pa- 
tients trained nurses have small 
one next the Catholic church the 
grounds. allow Souza use 
house his plants. 

turn, Souza expresses his appre- 
ciation them from time time 
soms generally find their way the al- 
tar the hospital’s Catholic church. 
other occasions, Souza will permit the 
nuns use his blooming plants (still 
their growing pots) for church adorn- 
ment. 

Getting back Souza and his orchids, 
obtains his plants ordering them 
from houses that advertise. also 
purchases fiber substance known 
mundine for them grow on. says 
the root the plant, and that that 
material something similar neces- 
sary for his large florist type orchids. 
They will not grow soil. 

Some his plants are pots, and 
some them are merely adhering 
chunks the fiber. The latter group, 
some cases, have some exposed roots, 
but that doesn’t seem make any dif- 
ference them. 

Souza has all his orchids the far 
end the greenhouse. Most them 
are bench, but some them are 
baskets tied against the wall and 
ceiling the structure. that way, 
says they seem get better drain- 
age, and besides they occupy space that 
otherwise would going waste. 
That’s efficient operation. 

one time, Souza was member 
the American Orchid Society, but 
longer is, having allowed his member- 
ship lapse. Meanwhile, Souza recently 
provided the impetus for the organiza- 
tion Men’s Garden Club the hos- 
pital, which safe say the only 
one its kind the world. 

Other plants that Souza grows are hos- 
(plantain-lily) rubber plants, poin- 


settias white, red, and double red, 
orchid (those are hardy and 
grows them outside the green house) 
African violets and gloxenia. also 
has assortment yard plants. 

Growing orchids thrilling under- 
taking, Souza tells you. Because they are 
extent temperamental, because 
they are exacting their require- 
ments, because they are magnificent 
when they are bloom, they give 
greater sense accomplishment than 
the case with plants that can grown 
outdoors. 

They also represent quite invest- 
ment. are somewhat drain 
his income. But, has regrets 
whatever about the money he’s spent 
them, and they are still value, the 
investment there. 

gets some return from the sale 
flowers occasions, some which have 
been shipped outside the hospital both 
commercially and gifts. 

Meanwhile, the plants grow happily 
under his faithful care, 
will continue just that and in- 
crease long their growing require- 
ments are maintained. 


Ed.’s regret that this article 
from Mr. Alleman’s column, “Rakings,” 
(Baton Rouge Morning Advocate mag- 
azine section January had 
abridged the technical details rais- 
ing orchids because space limitations.. 


* * * 


GARDENERS HELPFUL 


The Men’s Garden Clubs America 
have been enrolled Mark Taylor, 
executive secretary that organization, 
letter officers this national orga- 
zation, Mr. Taylor said, “After consult- 
ing with officials this new club, was 
felt that perhaps through the Men’s 
Garden Clubs America some the 
stigma Hansen’s disease could 
alleviated through spreading know- 
ledge and understanding. result, 
drum, “That Tragic Name Leprosy,’ 
are enclosed with this mailing. Read it, 
study it, bring before the members 
your club. this manner can help, 
too, spreading truth about the dis- 

Dr. R.L. Mayhew, member the 
Baton Rouge Men’s Garden Club, 
showed colored slides many varieties 
camellias and azaleas interested 
gardeners the theatre, February 28. 
Dr. Mayhew was accompanied Mr. 
Robert Young, who also Garden 
Club member. 


Doctors From Many Lands Study Carville 


From war tormented Korea, from 
warm moist Belgian Congo, from Sudan, 
French Africa and from Mexico, our 
south the border neighbor, doctors 
and nurses journeyed Carville 
March. They came for few days 
few weeks, all bent gathering know- 
ledge trends the treatment Han- 
sen’s disease. 


Dr. Lew, Dr. Johansen and Dr. Baker 


The first Korean physician visit 
this hospital, Dr. Joon Lew, professor 
dermatology Severance Medical 
School, Seoul and founder and executive 
director the Korean Leprosy Associa- 
tion, thinks the United States with its 
vast resources and money, should take 
the lead scientific research Han- 
sen’s disease. realize,” said Dr. Lew, 
“that the United States not 
serious public health problem, but 
must remember there are more than five 
million cases the world, 
country the only one that could carry 
out extensive research successfully. The 
time right because the sulfones which 
have proved their worth treating HD, 
promise with additional research give 
chemical which will completely 
wipe out the disease.” 


Dr. Lew hopes the U.S. will invite 
scholars from other countries who are 
deeply interested come here 


for least two three years for 


ious study the subject. Dr. Lew, him- 
self, the U.S. for about three 
months the guest our State Depart- 
ment. arrived December from 
Seoul which left Christmas day. 
has been visiting medical centers 
the North and East. Carville, where 
spending two weeks, the last stop 
his U.S. tour, before returning Korea. 
not know exactly where will 
stationed when get home,” Dr. Lew 
said. “My medical school, and the hos- 
pital where worked, home, 
books, equipment, everything has 
been destroyed bombs this war.” 
Severance Medical School, Dr. Lew ex- 
plained, was established Dr. Ludlow 
Cleveland and named for wealthy 
Ohio philanthropist who with other 


Presbyterians the U.S. were patrons 
the school. 


Seoul, National University Medical 
School, operated the Japanese govern- 
ment, which Dr. Lew graduate 
was still standing when left Korea 
December. After his graduation, Dr. 
Lew studied Japan and knows 
and admires the aged Japanese scientist 
Midsuda, who has made 
scientific contribution research. 


have heard,” said Dr. Lew, “that 
custom your country when you 
are asked, ‘How are you today?’ you 
should answer, very well,’ even 
you are troubled and afflicted. But 
cannot say the sufferers from Hansen’s 
disease country are ‘very well’. 
They are even worse off than the rest 
us. There are forty thousand suf- 
ferers throughout Korea, for whom 
and came here. 


“There are four large settlements 
Korea run our government and 
American missionaries,” Dr. Lew stated, 
“but not have your sulfone drugs, 
not even Chaulmoogra oil.” “In peace 
time,” Dr. Lew said, “only 10,000 pa- 
tients could avail themselves these 
facilities. The lot the rest the 
30,000 miserable. Before the war our 
association had started found rural 
colonies all parts the country. 
present there are twenty such colonies 
and have helped about 5,000 suf- 
ferers. Many the sufferers built their 
own shelters and plowed the fields 
produce their own food. But the rest, 
about 25,000 have place live 
peacefully and treated. These are the 
people who become beggars, after many 
them wasted their money and their 
property trying find cure with un- 
scientific treatments given secretly.” 


Dr. Lew said that the objective 
his association not only bring ade- 
quate treatment all cases 
Korea but restore “their human 
worth.” tell them,” said, are 
brothers and sisters. You have the 
right and duty serve for the recon- 
struction our newly born country— 
Korea.” 


The Koreans must have deep ap- 
preciation beauty for the natives call 
their country “the land morning 
splendor” and they not call their 
settlements for HD, leprosariums but 
use names which when translated mean 
“Live Again Garden,” and “Garden 
Life.” 


“When sought name for our 


association,” Dr. Lew said, 


Star’s Club, this was not taken 
from your familiar THE STAR, but 
because one our people said, ‘Many 
night have grieved under the 


sparkling stars. How many nights under 
such stars have longed for help 
solve our said Dr. Lew 
“it not coincidence that have 
stars common and were happy 
read the magazines you sent 
years ago.” 

When Dr. Donald Baker, gradu- 
ate Western Reserve, Cleveland, and 
medical missionary the Christian 
Church returns August his station 
Mondombe, Congo Belge, expects 
intensify his Hansen’s disease work. 
“That why visiting Carville,” 
said., 

Dr. Baker and his family have had 
two year furlough the after serv- 
ing the Congo for seventeen years. 
“We have about 130 patients,” Dr. 
Baker “but could probably 
draw 1,000, although the incidence 
not high our district 
other parts the Congo.” 


Dr. Baker thought this hospital was 
“very modern” but our interview 
stressed the need for much more re- 
search, “We, the U.S., should assume 
world leadership Hansen’s disease re- 
search,” said. Dr. Baker touched 
subject which has long been under 
discussion locally, the lack suitable 
quarters for couples who met and mar- 
ried after both became patients here and 
family relationships where 
there are two more patients properly 
related. Dr. Baker goes even further, 
thinks that the healthy husband 
wife patient wishes live with 
his her mate the hospital grounds 
they should permitted and 
quarters should provided. 


Miss Hillman, Dr. Gess and Dr. 


Miss Lucy Hillman, missionary nurse, 
who returning Africa April for 
her fifth term service, probably gave 
young Dr. Lowell,A. Gess Nerstrand, 
Minnesota, few pointers when the two 
met Carville. Dr. Gess plans be- 
come medical missionary Nigeria 
after his graduation from Washington 
University School Medicine, St. Louis, 
June and year’s internship the 
Anker Hospital, St. Paul, Minnesota. 
Dr. Gess also graduate theo- 
logical seminary. 
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Miss Hillman has been treating pa- 
tients with Hansen’s disease for twelve 
years small dispensary Sudan. 
She reports that her patients have im- 
proved marvelously with Diasone, pro- 
vided the American Leprosy Mis- 
sions, Inc. 

Not visitor but newcomer our 
resident medical staff, Dr. W.W. Quisen- 
berry graduate Medical College 
Virginia, class 1947. Dr. Quisen- 
berry also graduate pharmacist. His 
special interest dermatology prompt- 
him request the Carville assign- 
ment. 


Doctora Obdulia Rodriguez 29, (above) 
applied for her passport the Ameri- 
can Embassy Mexico City, she was 
asked, “Why attractive young 
woman like yourself interested lep- 
rosy?” “Were you ever she 
countered. the embassy clerk re- 
pled. “Well,” she said, love, 
too. love working with people 
who have Hansen’s disease.” 

Dr. Rodriguez, friendly and bundle 
energy, all five feet her, arrived 
Carville early March for two and 
half months study. She will then 
spend fifteen days New Orleans with 
the State Health Department observing 
their Hansen’s disease program. Dr. 
Rodriguez’s study tour the 
sponsored the Institute Inter- 
American Affairs. 

While attending the University 
Mexico School Medicine, from which 
she graduated Dr. Rodriguez did 
social work with Hansen’s 
tients and their families. interne 
she worked the Hansenarium near 
Mexico City where there are 435 pa- 
tients. For the past two years she has 
been duty the city’s dispensary 
where 350 patients are treated. There 
are twenty-one such dispensaries 
throughout Mexico. 

“We use Promin, Diazone, DDS, Sul- 
phetrone and Promacetin. The Federal 
government buys some these drugs 
and the rest purchased the Aso- 
ciacion Mexicana Accion Contra 
Lepra.” Dr. Rodriguez said she con- 
siders the sulfones much superior the 


THE STAR 


old chaulmoogra oil which Mexico has 
discarded. Promin was the first sulfone 
used and was started 1946. 

Mexico seems another one 
the Latin-American countries recogniz- 
ing the value the modern approach 
Hansen’s disease and some respects 
they are actually ahead the U.S. Dr. 
Rodriguez explained, “We not as- 
sociate the word ‘leprosy’ with our dis- 
pensaries. They are called simply ‘In- 
stitutes Dermatology’. 

“There are estimated 40,000 
50,000 cases Hansen’s disease Mex- 
Dr. Rodriguez said, but she could 
not say how many are under treatment. 
“Some our people are being treated 
private physicians, just your 
country. 

“There some fear 
against this disease Mexico,” Dr. Ro- 
driguez admitted, “but not think 
much some other parts the 
world. Our classes dermatology are 
today’s knowledge and not leprosy 
was considered centuries ago.” Dr. Ro- 
driguez credited Dr. Fernando Latapi 
the leader this forward movement. 
“There much more interest Han- 
sen’s disease among doctors Mexico 
now than formerly.” Dr. Rodriguez 
paid high tribute Dr. Latapi for his 
educational work this field. 

Dr. Rodriguez believes that Hansen’s 
disease children’s disease and most 
her work concerned with children. 
She the author recently published 
textbook this phase, Lepra Los 
Ninos. She presented autographed 
copy her book THE STAR. 

“You have wonderful hospital here 
Carville, and not say this only 
courteous,” the tiny doctora declared 
hesitant English, but she learning 
fast. 

few days after her arrival, she took 
her post the Promin room behind 
high table assist giving the Pro- 
min injections. other doctor had 
about twenty patients his line, but 
only two brave souls were line.” 

Dr. Rodriguez fits into the local scene 
like glove, about one-fourth the 
Carville patients speak Spanish. 
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NEWS PHS MEMBERS 


Appointment Dr. Jack Masur 
Chief the Bureau Medical Services, 
Public Health Service, has been an- 
nounced Dr. Leonard Scheele, Sur- 
geon General the Public Health 
Service. 


Dr. Williams, former Chief 


the Bureau Medical Services, has re- 


tired from the Public Health Service 
after thirty-three years active duty. 
will become Director the Division 
Medical Services for the Georgia De- 
partment Public Health, Atlanta. 

Dr. Williams was member the 
Surgeon General’s National Advisory 
Board Hansen’s disease which visited 
here 1946 and later visited again. 
both occasions sat down for long 
conferences with the patients and dis- 
cussed their problems. 
knowledge these problems led him 
say that was thorough accord 
that this (1946) was opportune time 
for changing the archaic system now 
effect. 

Dr. Masur has been serving Chief 
the Research Facilities Planning 
Branch and Director the Clinical 
Center the National Institute 
Health, Bethesda, Md. entered the 
Public Health Service 1943. 


Early February, James Bethea 
and Green, auditors for the USP 
HS, were Carville make the first 
report its kind the hospital. Mr. 
Bethea said, “About 1936 was living 
Shreveport and made many trips 
Baton Rouge. that time wouldn’t 
have taken the road Carville for 
thousands dollars. Today feel en- 
tirely different about and mingle 
with the patients and just would 
anywhere else.” 

Mr. Bethea and Mr. Green said that 
they had been ignorant activities 
Carville prior this visit and didn’t 
want return Washington with- 
out becoming familiar with patient pro- 
jects. They emphasized that they were 
not here audit the books THE 
STAR, but merely get background 
information they can tell members 
their division about the activities pa- 
tients here—activities which they were 
sure the division knew nothing about. 

* * * 

Two new Public Health nurses, Ber- 
nice Pennswater and Ernestine Yost, 
have arrived for four months tour 
duty Carville. They were transferred 
here from the Marine Hospital Staten 
Island. Miss Pennswater and Miss Yost 
replaced Miss Keating and Miss Wilkin- 
son, who have returned Staten 
Island. 


Pass THE STAR your neighbors 
and friends. 
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GHOST THE MONTH 


THE finds the Chief the 
Police Juvenile Aid Bureau the City 
Miami, Florida, one Captain Louis 
Allen, guilty baiting ignorance and 
inflaming prejudice and 
him our Ghost the Month. 

For printing Captain Allen’s slander- 
ous statement, and even more for 
playing yellow journalism fash- 
ion, THE STAR holds the Miami 
Herald and its staff writer, Bert Collier, 
accessories the “Ghost” and charge 
them with disservice the public. 
make this charge, bearing mind 
that the editor who tries give com- 
plete picture contemporary life must, 
course, deal with the bad well 
the good, but, quote MacNeil’s With- 
out Fear Favor, “He (the editor) can 
way that will give the truth 
without the needless destruction the 
character individuals.” 

double streamers, page one, heavy, 
bold headlines, the Miami Herald (Feb- 
ruary 18, 1951), screamed “CHILD 
MOLESTER RUN HIM OUT 
TOWN? NO, EXPERT SAYS, TREAT 
HIM LIKE LEPER.” There followed 
front page, hit-you-in-the-face, feature 
story Bert Collier about young 
man, sex pervert, particularly dan- 
gerous kind,” who had been hauled in- 
the juvenile aid bureau face his 
accusers, group small children. 
commenting the case the Herald, 
Captain Allen deplored, and rightly so, 
the inadequate laws covering such cases. 
But vigorously object Captain 
Allen’s unjust and slanderous compari- 
son. said, “In opinion there 
only one sure method control 
complete and permanent segregation 
such criminals special institutions, 
just with lepers. These people 
are even more dangerous.” 

The Herald story was first called 
the attention THE STAR one 
Carville’s tried and true friends, Sam 
Jones, Lake Charles, Past Dept. Com- 
mander the American Legion and 
former Governor Louisiana. Mr. 
Jones read the story while visiting 
Miami and immediately wrote 
test letter Bert Collier, from which 
quote: gallant little band 
highly intelligent people who have the 
misfortune have contracted Hansen’s 
disease and who are Carville, Louisi- 
ana, have for years been making fight 
dispel erroneous ideas concerning 
this disease, ideas that have come 
down through the centuries since 
Biblical times. There nothing highly 
dangerous about leprosy and use 
the horrible example the manner 
your article and the state- 
ment is, course, not only factually in- 
correct, but helps perpetuate in- 
justice that should corrected. 

“Certainly all join the Chief 


condemning the acts child molesters 
and perverts. Few, any, acts 
could more offensive public and 
private morality. the same time these 
horrible creatures should not placed 
the same catagory with innocent peo- 
ple whose only offense has been the 
contraction disease which science 
has found one the least com- 
municable all, and which now de- 
finitely curable.” 

The Public Relations Committee 
our Patients’ Federation wrote directly 
Captain Allen, “The patients who 
have come this hospital from Florida 
for treatment have been greatly dis- 
turbed your unwarranted 
called for association sex perversion 
with ‘complete and permanent segrega- 
Miami one the endemic sec- 
tions the United States where the 
disease continues exist. result 
the stigma which your statement and 
many similar ones have placed upon 
the disease, many Miamians and Flori- 
dians forego treatment escape the 
stigma and avoid segregation. 

“Even for those patients who come 
Carville for treatment, segregation 
far from complete. They may and 
often return their homes Flo- 
‘rida for month long vacations every 
six months. While the hospital, there 
still nothing resembling complete 
segregation. Each year have thou- 
sands visitors the community. This 
tar from complete segregation. 

“Hospitalization also far 
manent. Last year twelve percent 
the patients were discharged. 
ture fact certainly contrary the 
idea which you stated for the press.” 

The Federation also brought Cap- 
tain Allen’s attention that, 
Fifth International Congress Han- 
sen’s disease held three years ago, 
resolution was unanimously adopted 
which provided that the use the word 
‘leper’ abandoned because the 
stigma which attached it.” 

with this cogent 
statement “The Florida patients now 
would like see all the people 
Florida with receiving treatment 
with the drugs which now cure the dis- 
ease, but not believe that this 
will ever accomplished long 
treatment and segregation are offered 
the same platter. The State Florida 
was considering new plan several years 
ago which persons with would 
able receive treatment clinics 
the state. This plan has apparently 
not materialized into fact because state- 
ments those who know little 
nothing about the disease perpetuate 
fear rather than knowledge about 
Hansen’s disease.” 


Speaking about the 
bers the local American Legion Post, 
among whom are Floridians and Miami- 
ans, their Commander condemned Capt. 
Allen’s statement: men served 
every theatre action from Alaska 
Guadalcanal and Normandy Italy. 
have contributed our country’s 
welfare the best our abilities and 
disease, which you would treat with 
‘without the camp will your habita- 
tion be’ attitude. are among 
those receiving treatment Carville 
whom you indirectly refer and 
realize the significance 
ments, not only they perpetuate the 
false ideas which are engendered the 
article but also because the statement 
reflects your own unawareness fac- 
tors which are real and important con- 
sideration many families Miami, 
protest being used the example 
righteous indignation against the 
held example, believe that 
should the basis our service 
the country and not example 
fitting punishments for sex perverts. 

“Almost one-fourth the patients 
Carville are discharged, but because 
publicity similar yours, they find 
impossible return their homes 
and rehabilitate themselves.” 

THE STAR mailed copies all cor- 
respondence mentioned here the edi- 
tor the Miami Herald, with the re- 
quest that the letters published, to- 
gether with any additional comment 
Captain Allen might make. date 
(March 20) the silence from Florida 
heavy. Neither the Federation nor the 
Legion Post has received replies trom 
Allen Collier, and far know 
the Herald has not seen fit print any 
information given them correct the 
offensive and damaging comparison 
which they publicized sensationally. 
Such correction will not entirely undo 
the damage, but least will 
the credit Captain Allen the 
they try make honorable 
amends. 


think can not strongly 
attack superstition, which the dis- 
turber society. Rousseau. 


Subscription $1.00 year. Kindly make 
checks money orders 
THE STAR. 
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MUSICAL EVENTS 


SYMPHONY SUCCESS 


tra under the direction Richard 
Korn presented excellent program 
before enthusiastic audience the 
theatre, Sunday, March 11. The orches- 
tra, which has been existence for only 
five years, completely surprised and de- 
lighted its listeners the excellence 
the performance. From the opening 
notes the Overture The Secret 
Suzanne,” was apparent that Mr. 
Korn had developed orchestra which 
should bring great civic pride Baton 
Rouge. 

Soloists for the afternoon were Mil- 
dred Courtney Benton, pianist, and 
Michael Galasso, violinist. The very 
young Mrs. Benton 
played Liszt’s “Concerto Flat Ma- 
jor.” The selection was played under the 
distracting noise made 
pher’s slides, but spite this disturb- 
ance, Mrs. Benton gave very credit- 
able performance. Mr. Galasso played 
the first movement Mendelssohn’s 
“Violin Concerto Minor.” This was 
the same number that had performed 
during the subscription series Baton 
Rouge and the result was listening 
pleasure. 

Light, bright, and gay was the orches- 
tra’s performance the Richard Rod- 
ger’s music from “Oklahoma,” which 
they played one the two popular 
musical suites. playing the “South 
Pacific” selections, however, the orches- 
tra was perhaps restrained its sym- 
phonic heritage and failed capture 
the cleverly contrasted brash and plain- 
tive strains woven into the “Nothing 
Like Dame” theme and lost the blar- 
ing bawdyness the “Bloody Mary” 
number. This suite concluded the diver- 
sified program, which 
noteworthy performances Chabrier’s 
“Espana” and Strauss waltzes. 


The afternoon’s entertainment was 
made possible Baton Rouge Local 
538 the American Federation Mu- 
sicians and our thanks them and 
Mrs. Cecil Lorio, founder the or- 
chestra, and Mr. Baldini, the 
manager. Both Mrs. Lorio and Mr. Bal- 
dini said they would like make the 
Carville concert annual 
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GLEE CLUB ENTERTAINS 


Sunday, February 18, the male 
glee club Southern University, Baton 
Rouge, sang the theatre before 
small but enthusiastic group patients. 
The chorus, under the direction 
Eileen Southern, presented group 
folksongs, sacred music, semi-classi- 
cals, and spirituals. Solo parts Mal- 
otte’s Lord’s Prayer,” “Zum Gali” 
were sung Connie Hunt. Accompan- 
ist Oma Galloway also took the solo 
role for two numbers and gave com- 
mendable interpretation 
“Soaring” and Respighi’s 
The visitors reacted enthusiastically 
they toured this community after the 
performance and several the group 
who are journalism students took notes 
for article the paper. 


BELATED CREDIT 


reporting the local presenta- 
tion the Crowley Little Theatre’s pro- 
duction Personal Appearance (STAR 
Feb. ‘51) did not mention that the 
Acadia Unit 15, American Legion Auxi- 
liary, Crowley, La., paid all expenses 
producing this enjoyable play here, in- 
cluding the cost the chartered bus. 
This information came THE STAR 
only very recently. always glad 
give credit where credit due, even 
though, this instance, belatedly. 
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SPORTS 


Local baseball fans will doing 
lot rooting for the Oakland team 
the Pacific Coast League this year. Mel 
Ott, new manager the California 
team, the reason. January Mel was 
playing round golf with local lads, 
Sam, Pancho, Dee, and Bert, when 
received the news his election base- 
ball’s Hall Fame. 

San Francisco Mel told reporters 
from the Chronicle that his January 
visit Carville had been his first, but 
would not his last. said, “As 
soon the Coast League season over, 
I’m going back Carville and any- 
thing they want do.” 


Aspirants for the Carville Indians are 
now training for the coming softball 
season. Three afternoons week they 
are out the diamond doing setting-up 
exercises and talking about new 
forms. The exercises are supposed 
get them into shape physically while the 
uniforms are supposed give boost 
team spirit through pride their 
appearance. 
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The Baton Rouge Symphony Orches- 


the first day March, Ohio 
State prison warden, Ralph Alvis 
announced that the first recorded case 
“leprosy” had been uncovered the 
Columbus big-house. Warden Alvis told 
the press that the afflicted prisoner was 
Ernest Goolsby, fifty-five year old 
colored laborer Akron, Ohio, who 
had been admitted the prison Jan- 
uary serve one twenty year 
sentence for shooting with intent 
wound. Alvis said the penitentiary was 
using every isolation precaution allay 
apprehension the prison’s 8,000 other 
inmates might develop about being ex- 
posed the disease. The wire services 
quickly flashed the news around the 
country, with the warden’s comment 
that would ask his superiors im- 
mediately that the man removed 
from the prison receive proper treat- 
ment and for the good the institution. 

Here Carville, read this news 
ruefully and with apprehension, but 
not because the prospective new pa- 
tient’s background. Hansen’s disease 
respecter persons. Carville pa- 
tients through the years have been rep- 
resentative of.a cross section society. 
have had them literally from the 
Colonel’s lady the scrub woman, 
and from doctors ditch diggers, 
saints and sinners. Our concern was, 
what would the publicity this case 
our educational program. 

our intense relief, the nation-wide 
publicity, and there wasn’t great deal 
it, had general tendency mod- 
erate tone. But, Columbus where 
State Welfare Director Lamneck 
and others were dither prodding 
Governor Lausche hurry commuta- 
tion Goolsby’s sentence that 
could rushed Carville, the news- 
papers for the most part over-dramatiz- 
their stories and writers spewed the 
five-letter odious word into every cap- 
tion “CONVICT PAROLED 
LEPER CENTER,” 
patch, March 3); “PRISON LEPER 
SUBJECT STUDY OSU RE- 
SEARCH,” (Columbus Dispatch, March 
with photograph Goolsby) etc. etc. 

Goolsby’s case was first diagnosed 
Hansen’s disease February 24, 
William Grannis, junior the 
Ohio State University Medical School, 
working extern the prison. The 
diagnosis was confirmed Dr. Charles 
Freeble, head the communicable 
diseases division the State Health De- 
partment. was further 
confirmed March Dr. George 
Fite, Washington, Public 
Health Service, formerly Histopatholo- 
gist the Carville resident medical 
staff. 

Official red tape traditionally moves 
tortoise-like, but can unravel rapidly 
when suits its purpose so. Two 


EDITORIAL 


The Case the Ohio Prison Inmate with 


weeks after his diagnosis and nine days 
after his story broke into print, Goolsby 
was patient Carville. arrived 
here March 10, plane. With Goolsby 
came another patient from Ohio, 
middle aged Mexican man, native 
the Texas Rio Grande Valley section 
who was working Ottawa County, 
Ohio, when his case was diagnosed. 
There was only local publicity this 
case. appeared the Port Clinton, 
Ohio, Herald and the credit the 
paper, Dr. James Rhiel, Ottawa County 
health commissioner, and other doctors 
the vicinity, the news item reporting 
the case, “the first ever reported this 
county,” emphasized, “the disease 
not contagious and there reason 
for alarm.” 

Two Ohio doctors accompanied the 
two patients the plane trip. 
They came far the Baton Rouge 
airport only and flew back Ohio. 
The hospital car met the Ohio party 
the airport. seems that the Ohio med- 
ical men, within less than .an 
motoring distance from this hospital, 
would have had sufficient interest 
visit Carville and gain some first-hand 
basic information about Hansen’s dis- 
ease take back home, where apparent- 
mentally needed. 

visited Goolsby his room the 
local infirmary. soft spoken, mild- 
mannered and courteous. na- 
tive Greenville, where spent 
his early years, but has lived Ohio 
for the past thirty-one 
veteran, but did not see service 
outside the country. has the neural 
type HD, acknowledged even the 
most conservative Hansenologist very 
slightly infectious, much less than 
the skin type, and seldom, ever, com- 
municated contacts. shows the 
strain. Goolsby said that was 
the prison that would paper 
consenting transferred Carville, 
Carvillized, but his eventual freedom 
depends the Ohio Parole and Pardon 
Commission. Goolsby has loss feel- 
ing sensation places his legs 
and said began having trouble about 
eight years ago. For the past five years 
has been going from doctor doctor. 
spent eleven months Crile Clinic, 
one Cleveland’s finest hospitals where 
scores doctors examined him. 
seems relieved have, long last, had 
his illness correctly diagnosed and 
hopeful cure. His type res- 
ponds readily treatment with the 
new sulphone drugs. Goolsby very 
grateful young Grannis who succeed- 
where experienced doctors blundered. 

Dr. Brooks, prison physician 


took Goolsby Ohio State University 
Hospital where they took photographs, 
X-rays and made slides for pathological 
study and then returned him isola- 
tion. Dr. Brooks told the press that 
Goolsby would given treatment 
the prison hospital even though the 
nature his ailment was known. The 
physician said, “At Carville they know 
much more than about leprosy 
treatment.” 

Male nurses and other attendants 
the prison infirmary are inmates them- 
selves and Goolsby said that they treat- 
him well except for the fuss kicked 
among the other inmates when the 
nature his illness was disclosed. One 
nurse told him the prison would 
quarantined, which probably accounts 
for some the statements given the 
press about Goolsby’s strict isolation 
and that had not circulated with the 
other prisoners since his arrival Jan. 17. 
the contrary, Goolsby said was 
the same ward with other sick prison- 
ers for two weeks before his diagnosis 
and isolation. 

Goolsby said the prison hospital has 
ward for tuberculosis cases which 
there are number and doubt 
among the 8,000 inmates there 
well many other diseases, much more 
pernicious than Hansen’s and all being 
treated without fanfare. 

The long delayed diagnosis, the un- 
intelligent handling, and the unwar- 
ranted publicity the case the Ohio 
prison inmate with demonstrate 
again two the vital needs the mod- 
ern public health and humanitarian 
approach Hansen’s disease. They 
are: need expand the infor- 
mational program the medical pro- 
fession the signs and symptoms 
with comprehensive data sulfone 
therapy. has been said that about one 
five thousand doctors recognize early 
signs HD. Obviosly something must 
done about this, the heart 
control program lies early diagnosis 
and prompt treatment. could ex- 
pedited our medical schools where 
more attention should given HD. 
evident that must look the 
coming crop doctors, such young 
Grannis change the old order 
things. need widen the pub- 
lic educational campaign HD, bear- 
ing down salient scientific facts that 
slightly communicable, bacterial 
disease amenable treatment and 
should considered such and not 
the basis emotional attitudes. 

The U.S. Public Health Service into 
whose custody, the care and treatment 
patients was entrusted some 
thirty years ago, has the authority and 
the moral obligation take active 
measures meet these needs. 
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WATSON MILLER MEETS 
WITH VETS 


Left right, Watson Miller, Dr. Johansen and 
Richard Bunch 


Watson Miller, Washington, D.C., 
Special Representative the National 
Commander, The American Legion, was 
introduced members our local 
merican Legion Post McCor- 
mick, Destrehan, La., “the best friend 
Carville ever had,” when Mr. Miller, 
Mr. Richard Bunch, Chiet, Division 
Administration and Management, Bu- 
reau Medical Services, F.S.A., Mr. 
and McCormick and Joe Darwin, 
Baton Rouge, met with the Post 
February 15. Indeed, one person has 
consistently rendered greater service 
Carville patients through the years than 
Watson Miller. 

From his first visit this hospital, 
back Director the Legion’s 
Rehabilitation service and 
position has held ‘since then, Assist- 
ant Administrator, F.S.A., Administra- 
tor F.S.A., and U.S. Commissioner 
Immigration, Colonel Miller has found 
time helpful Carville patients 
with our manifold problems, particu- 
larly those involving the human ele- 
ment. owe heavy debt gratitude 
Watson Miller for number ad- 
vantages and reforms the manage- 
ment Hansen’s disease 
Carville patient body enjoys today. 

Something constructive has come 
every visit Watson Miller has made 
this hospital and are sure that his 
most recent visit will also bear fruit. 

Bunch took active part the 
February discussion and all were 
impressed his understanding and 
cooperative attitude. 

Among the subjects the agenda 
were regulations pertaining HD, 
national legislation, inadequate resident 
medical and laboratory staffs 
aries patient employees. 

* * * 


THANKS AND APPRECIATION 


The Downtown Baton Rouge Lions 
Club rate big thank you for providing 
transportation Carville for the mem- 
bers the Baton Rouge Symphony, 
March 11th. 


THE STAR 


GETTING YOU TOLD 


There small group Carville 
sold the idea bringing the moun- 
tain Mohammed. like take 
current Broadway shows, but find this 
slightly inconvenient, business knock- 
ing one’s self out get tickets and 
not, especially the what not. But some 
us, thanks Fireside Theatre, (Gar- 
den City, N.Y.) have been getting big 
boot from reading the new plays. (No 
charge for the plug.) Season The Sun 
Wolcott Gibbs was hilariously funny 
and Bell, Book and Candle, John Van 
Druten’s comedy about thaumaturgy 
Manhatten had checking locally 
for witches and wurlocks. Just between 
think there are few characters 
around here exercising little 
negra. (That widow from Texas seems 

There was magic quite another 
kind the music the Baton Rouge 
Symphony. for one, was completely 
bewitched the suite from South Pa- 
cific. Only few evenings before group 
had clustered around Rec Interne, 
Mary Priebe, while she and handful 
kindred spirits read the play, inter- 
spersing with original cast recordings, 
Bali Ha’i and the many other tropic- 
kist melodies were like old friends. 

another Sunday afternoon 
gain traveled the Pacific, this time 


the “Paradise the via record- 


ings the first anniversary celebration 
Hale Mohalu, the Hansen’s disease 
settlement near the city Honolulu. 
The recordings were 
but the music and talks conveyed the 
spirit carnival and luau. The stirring 
address Lawrence Judd, director 
the territorial board health’s division 
hospitals and settlements, pleading 
for better public understanding 
Hansen’s disease was standout. The pa- 
tients and staff Hale Mahalu recently 
contributed note for subscriptions 
their legislature and schools and 
churches Hawaii. Mr. Judd wrote this 
contribution was “in recognition the 
splendid educational work THE 
STAR,” and gave terrific morale 
boost. 

couple items with Carville 
angle dropped into Kup’s column 
(March 1951) which runs daily the 
Chicago Sun-Times. Mell Ott and Jim- 
mie Petrillo were the catalysts. 
Hall Famer Ott, was mentioned one 
the growing army public figures 
eager correct misconceptions about 
“the thing,” and Jimmie Petrillo’s A.F. 
got puff for sponsoring sym- 
phony says Kup, “the 
music czar has promised more concerts 
the future.” Irv Kupcinet, “Kup”, 
old friend Tom Rickman, Car- 
ville’s Community Activities Director. 
told that Rick had Kup one 
his basketball teams back the days 


when our D.O.C.A. was mixed with 
recreation work Chicago parks. Kup 
was New Orleans during the Christ- 
mas holidays and when Ken Gormin 
the Times-Picayune met him cock- 
tail party Ken got Kup souped 
with lot stuff, preparatory bring- 
columns, but there was slip ‘twist the 
Kup and Carville because last minute 
commitments and bad weather. How- 
ever, Kup now Carville conscious and 
hope that will put good word 
for some his many contacts 
among big name entertainers, who oc- 
casionally fly south. 

Meanwhile there Opera the off- 
ing. The Pt. Clair Lions Club roar- 
ing again and well may, about our 
sponsorship the performance Ver- 
di’s Traviata given here 
the Opera Department Louisiana 
State University the afternoon 
Sunday, April 15, laboratory pro- 
duction modern dress. will 
another first for the Lions, the 
time the history this hospital for 
here. The opera was originally scheduled 
for Carville presentation 
but had postponed until after 
L.S.U.’s “Opera Season” which contin- 
ues until after March 30. 
rolle, dynamic Director Opera 
set our date for April But should 
have known was only 
sooner had given that date then 
“shifting personnel the small volun- 
teer chorus, which use laboratory 
change date but this time definite. 
have Mr. Errolle’s word for that, 
“barring major attack Russia, 
earthquake tornado will come 
Carville with our show.” Carvillians 
are eagerly awaiting Traviata, for 
had sample the splendid talent, 
the L.S.U. Opera Department offers, 
when they put program 
here earlier this year. that time Di- 
rector Errolle himself pinch hit for 
couple tenors who turned missing. 
not only acted master cere- 
monies, but sang sprightly duet from 
musical comedy, with his youngest 
prima donna. Then sang number 
with another prima donna, saying that 
number with one pri- 
donna without favoring another. 
quite boy, this L.S.U. Opera 
Director. His career, which includes ex- 
perience with the Boston, Chicago and 
Metropolitan Operas, goes back far 
enough his student days overlap 
the last efforts Caruso, Scotti and 
ete. got this info from recent 
issue the Metropolitan Opera News 
and that, fine feathered friends, you 
must admit, practically 
horse’s mouth. 


EDUCATIONAL FRONT 


Triple Play 


Cooperation among those interested 
Hansen’s disease education 
widely separated spots has brought fa- 
vorable results. The incident review 
started early last summer when 
Hinton, secretary, Relatives and Friends 
Association saw these opening words 
chapter second grade, Queensland 
State School history book: “Among the 
diseases from which people suffer there 
none more dreadful than leprosy. This 
disease attacks people and causes their 
bones and flesh rot away that they 
die slowly and great pain.” Chapter 
seven this book, written for the edu- 
cation youngsters, then continued 
with much outdated and inaccurate 
story Father Damien and doing 
perpetuated the old ideas and carried 
the stigma into the minds the new 
generation. 


Mr. Hinton wrote the texbook’s 
publishers, William Brooks Co., Ltd., 
Brisbane, Australia, and July 14, 
1950, received this answer, Unfor- 
tunately have just re-printed edi- 
tion second grade history containing 
the references Father Damien 
which you have taken exception. 
are, however, taking the matter im- 
mediately with our authors and have 
doubt that all future editions this 
book will meet with your 

Sept. 1950, THE STAR was 
brought into the picture when Mr. 
Hinton wrote us, “We have secured 
from the printers promise with- 
draw the Father Damien story from the 
Queensland State School history book, 
grade II. you think should offer 
modern story Hansen’s disease 
take the place the Father Damien 
story? Perhaps you might like write 
modern story suitable for our school 
children.” Writing for children was 
field which none THE STAR’s 
members has had experience and 
which all felt inadequate; 
had one our occasionally brilliant 
ideas. Sept. wrote Law- 
rence Judd Hawaii follow: “Mr. 
Hinton advises that the history text- 
book for the second grade the Queens- 
land State School carries article 
leprosy, Kalaupapa, and Father Damien. 
Mr. Hinton has suggested that 
might write more modern and factual 
story replace the one now print. 
discussing this idea came the opin- 
ion that inasmuch Hawaii, Father 
Damien, etc., were subjects with which 


you are more familiar than we, that you 


might consent preparing the material 
for Mr. Hinton. Coming from you 
Director the Division Hospitals 
and Settlement, Territory Hawaii, 
would undoubtedly have greater authen- 


= 


ticity.” 

Two weeks later Mr. Judd sent his 
rough draft proposed script for the 
history book and said, would appre- 
ciate having your frank criticism 
what have written.” Mr. Judd had 
prepared worthy script and although 
would have been impossible fer 
have written comparable one, feel 
that were able offer some con- 
structive suggestions pointing out the 
limited vocabulary children the 
second grade and their great aware- 
ness color, form, and sound. 

Mr. Judd took his script and our sug- 
gestions office health 
education and they painted blue skies, 
sandalwood forests, 
people into the historical text. THE 
STAR was mighty pleased with the final 
result. now tells the story Father 
Damien and Hansen’s disease Hawaii 
with accuracy, beauty, and regard for 
educational integrity. 


Journalese Fervor Fever? 


Feb. and the Chicago TRI- 
BUNE published series two articles 
Carville Norma Lee Browning. 
Under the heading Winning 
Its Fight Against Leprosy, but Public 
Fear Malady Still Makes Plight 
the Victims Miserable one,” Miss 
Browning, who spent several days here 
with her photographer husband Russell 
Ogg, briefly reviews some Carville’s 
history, treatments and social problems. 
The heart the articles, however, 
the human interest found 
sonality sketches, and these Notma 
Lee Browning overdramatizes and dis- 
torts her personalities achieve great- 
degree punch and sensationalism. 
Although Miss Browning admits that 
the stigma the words “leper” and 
“leprosy” were made clear her and 
she understood the objections their 
use, she persisted studding her 
umns with the terms. Apparently 
the vogue among some writers use 
anything that will catch the reader’s eye. 
This the type jouralism which 
regret. 


Liberal Thought 


January, also found its wav 
into the pages small magazine pub- 
League, Inc. The magazine, called THE 
LIBERAL, “rationalist and free- 
thought journal.” This thought taken 
from THE articles: “It 
certainly pleasure read the tre- 
mendous progress that has been made 
the control the progress this dis- 
ease, and know that least some 
thought still being given aiding 
people live, rather than destroy 


them. humans could only adjust their 
affairs that the tremendous sums 
wasted wars could this and 
similar purposes, this old earth could 
finer and more attractive than any 
the heavens that suffering people 
have dreamed relief and compen- 
sation.” 


* * * 


Similar the expression found the 
Jan. 1951, issue THE MACHIN- 
IST: “There one great difference 
between the United States and 
other nations. That the value 
place human life....One the most 
cheering examples this American con- 
cern for human life the miracle which 
has been accomplished against (Han- 
sen’s research the 
doctors has finally won out. ‘The new 
wonder drugs are curing (HD). the 
same time, the misconception that Han- 
sen’s disease, the real name leprosy, 
highly contagious being torn away. 
Science has that this disease 
not nearly contagious many 
other familiar sicknesses. This combina- 
tion truth and medical science now 
bringing hope many who thought 
they were condemned.” 


Spellbinders 


Early March, Mrs. Hattie Dayries, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana Department 
Rehabilitation Chairman, Le- 
gion Auxiliary, went Columbia, 
for the Area Rehab Conference. Mrs. 
Dayries was given four minutes the 
conference’s busy program speak 
Carville; but Hattie handled her sub- 
ject ably that everyone forgot about 
time and wanted hear more. 


* * * 


Members Trinity Episcopal Church, 
New Orleans, are now interested Car- 
ville patients people, “human, alive, 
talented and courageous.” That report 
came THE STAR from Carville’s 
staunch friend Ruth Woolfolk New 
Orleans who put “Trinity” touch 
with Thomas Rickman, Jr., this hos- 
pital’s Director Community Activi- 
ties. Mr. Rickman spoke before the wo- 
men’s auxiliary the church noon 
luncheon March and that evening 
the men’s club and the business and 
professional women’s group the 
church heard about Carville from 
our Mrs. Rudolph Wein- 
mann, chairman, who attended both 
meetings says, Rickman held his 
audience better than any speaker 
have had this year. fact, had stop 
the questions from the audience that 
they could leave.” 
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FURTHER FACTS 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 
cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 
and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 
cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that. good father never took any precautions 
againts infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 
contracting the disease. 

* * * * 

1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 
impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish between 
the two germs. 

Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York and Vermont and patients those states are 
portable but the patient subject “NO RESTRICTIONS.” 

* * * * 

man woman may remain perfect physical health for 
years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


The condition which should officially known Han- 
sen’s disease some other scientifically accurate and de- 
scriptive name called “leprosy” because erroneous ap- 
plication word which has entirely different meaning 
the Bible. The Greek word “lepra” had been used the 
writings attributed Hipprocrates refer vague group 
scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious 
importance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into 
Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used 
the word lepra their effort find Greek equivalent for 
“Zaraath.” The writers the New Testament followed the 
example the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the 
Biblical and modern use the word “leprosy” cause 
suffering thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter 
Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six 
seven conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word 
“Zaraath” had nothing common with what called “lep- 
rosy” today. The repeated expression throughout the Old 
Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo 
psoriasis but could never any acrobatics the imagination 
applied infection with Hansen’s bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with Hansen’s 
bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 
the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description 
leprosy garments and leprosy houses should con- 


clusive proof that “Zaraath” not the name disease and 
certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the 
ancient Hebrews found the numerous cases 
which leprosy described being affliction which the 
result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) 
being sign Divine power (as the case Moses) 
being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the 
case 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not dis- 
ease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 

One important feature leprosy described the New 
Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are 
described being “healed” “cured.” Leprosy, however, 
described being 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Bib- 
lical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia 
today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, Uni- 
versity Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish 
Encyclopedia, Vol. VIII; and other authoritative sources. 


| 


the spring young man’s fancy lightly turns 
jug wine, loaf bread, and copy THE STAR 
convince his young lady that young 
man conscious today’s social problems. you want get 
serious when riding the country with your love this 
spring, take along copy THE STAR. Subscribe now. 
year’s supply only dollar. 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION TO: 


occupational therapy for interested patients. 

and finance social service for needy patients. 

Kindly make checks money orders payable 


Published monthly patients the United States Marine Hospital, 
National Leprosarium, Carville, Louisiana. 


Please send THE STAR to: 


Zone State 


Sub cription $1.00 per year 
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